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I have the homor to Methe following Descriptive Re-
port for Sheets MO,Mtner ¥os. ,being the revision
of Hydrography on that portion of the Rappshennoek River in-
cluded on the Tapegrephic aheets by Stelman Forney ,Assistaent,
covering the River from its mouth to Beaoh Point & distance

of 19 miles,

2. Bme soundings were plotted,first on boat sheet and then
on the Bromide sheet:s of Mr, Jorneys for smooth sheets.

3. ¥o work was dons en the topography of this section,it
having been done resently. .

4, The development of the bars at the mouth of the river
were made only suffivient to verifly the pudlished charts as a
complete survey was made recewtly.

5. The system of transverse lines,a mile apart,was followed
as directed in the instruotions and then the bare were develop-
ed which seemed ¢o require more vork- ss Mosquite Point,the
shoal extending sreusd Parrot Island and @rey Point,Shoal off

Tolls Point and some special attention to Gorotoman River,
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Deso, Rept, O, W, F. Sept. 4,1909.

6. The control of this work was furnished by points located
on the topographic shests.

7. A 1llst of the hydrographic signals used is supplied with
this report and all are located in proper places and names
written in red ink on the msmooth shests,

8. Near the mouth the ground is generally low and sandy and
cut up a greast deal ‘with sloughs,farther up the river it bee
comes higher and rollinmg.

9. The gedamboat landings on this stretch are WESTLAND,

NORTH END, > ‘MILL CREEK, —*> WHITE STONE,
IRVINGTON, WEENS, MILLENBECK,
‘MERRY POINT, OTTONAN, MORANS, amit
BURHANS,

'*10. The villapes °of importande are Irvington and Veems..

Parming is generally 'carried on, the products being a few

'cattle,chickena;tétkiyl,whaat,oorn,peas,tqmatoes and general.

trucking;alsofﬂystbrtng and Fishing in their seasons. At West
Irvington there is & factory making fertilizer out of the
fishes taken out of the river and Bay in Purse Netg. One fish
is counted 22 cubic inches. It may take take- six or seven
fieh actually to make up this ocubic¢ count term. The Purse
fishing ssason laste from lst.of May to the last of Octobere.
This year the fishes taken have hasn small-about 4 cubic inches
to a fish, There are awout a dozen of these factories sta-
tioned at different points on the lQwer part of the Bay and
this year there are 44 steamers,termed Menhaden ¥ishermen,about
70 to 80 tong,ne;,gnd a good number of small sall vessels &n-

gaged in the same business. 4 steamer will take from
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% Yo 14 iillion £ish & yoar, avemaging ebout 10 millions.
Por the 44 vebsels engaged this yead 440,000,000

Adding for sall vessels 140,000,000
It Will require on an average é;ﬁ;
3
four Bish to make a count of 1 fish 2,¥60,000,000 fish

taken out annually. These are moatly of the Bunker variety of
fish, also called Porgie and "Olewife%. They are of sporting
habite,a cleanly fish with light scales,going in great shoals
near the surface & great deal of the time, They are without
doubt a good rood'rihh}though like the herring,very bony and
the larger ones gquite oily. Some people say they like them
as well as any fish. It would seem that such enormous catches
would deplete the supply.

11, Good artesian water is found in flowing supply ahong these
shores and it has been our constant supply for both the ship
and launch. The shores of this river seem to be neither emerg-
ing or subsiding,but there is no doubt that the river is slowly
growing wider., This has been going 6n since remote agea but
more rapidly since the forests have been cut away.

SATLING DTRECTIONS.
The entrance at the mouth is without difficulty-gcverned
by Wimmill Pt. and Stingray Pt, Light Houses,which gre 3.1
miles apart,and the center of channel is l.1 mile from Wind-
mill Point Lt, #0 feet of water can be carried at the
entrance and over the entire length of theae sheets,

nBSPSOtfuuly’/gours,
W- AERAOR S g

Assistant,C.& G.Survey,Commanding.
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NORTH SHORE

"BLAKE BOX
TOL GAB
HOW IT
WATCH CREEK
BECK ROUND
MAN TON

' BATH OR
SIG BLACK
RED cup
BARN HOL
WIND WHITE
END CHER
LED STONE
NEW HOT
DARK MOS
YEL FISH
POINT RAP
ouT NOB

SCHOONER "MATCHLESS®,
TAPPAHANNOCK,VA. , SEPT, 4,909,

S OF HYDROGRAPHIG SIGNALS USED ON SHEETS
RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER, VA,

SOUTH SHORE

RAY
STING
NOKRTH
CON
0
BELL
MILL,
WOOD
LIT
PAR
ADAM
GREY

BER
GRIN

THESE LOCATIONS ARE ALI, BY PLANE TABLE
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